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I

Patrick Henry

“Gobp SAVE THE King!”

uebec fell. The French and Indian War came to an end.
And with its close came the last of French power in America.
On that September day of 1759 it seemed as if the might of
England were established in America forever, and “God save
the King” was sung in every village and town of the loyal
English colonies.

The long struggle was over. The victory was won. And
now the colonists turned to the peaceful duties of home once
more. Life was much the same as before the war, and yetin
some respects there were marked differences.

To begin with, the English colonists no longer dreaded
the French and their cruel Indian friends. Thanks to English
courage and perseverance, that fear was gone.

Moreover, the courage and perseverance which had
gained this great blessing had not all belonged to the King’s
red-coated troops. The colonists justly felt that they them-
selves had done much toward conquering the foe. They had
left their homes and families, had made long hard journeys
over unbroken lands, and had fought shoulder to shoulder
with the English troops on many battlefields. Yes, surely the
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2 Builders of our Country II

victory belonged as fully to them as to the King’s regulars.
Their pride was great.

Before the war each colony had stood alone. But now the
settlers from the different colonies had met in a common
cause, had fought a common foe, and had come to realize
that they dwelt in a common country—one well worth
fighting for.

And so, with their enemy beaten, their ability to fight
established, and their love for their land increased, these loyal
colonists sent up the heartfelt petition, “God save the King!”

Meanwhile, however, in 1760, the King of England, George
I1, died; and immediately his grandson was proclaimed King
in his place. Just as the colonists were settling down to work,
and starting to enlarge their already profitable trade, this
new king, George III, took a step which threatened trouble
for them.

About one hundred years before George IIl became king,
England had passed certain “Navigation Acts.” These Acts
had declared that the English colonies in America must
not carry on trade with any countries other than England
and her possessions, must not ship their goods in any but
English or colonial ships, and must not manufacture their
own products into finished articles. But these laws had not
been enforced; and so, in spite of their existence, the colonies
had sent their goods to Spain, France, and the West Indies,
and had used their lumber, iron, furs, and other products
as they saw fit.

All this was now to be changed. George III proposed to
put the old Navigation Acts into force and to insist that his
American colonies obey them.

This meant nothing short of ruin to colonial commerce.
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ARGUING AGAINST THE WRITS OF ASSISTANCE BEFORE THE KING’S
COURT IN MASSACHUSETTS.

As the colonists had disobeyed the Navigation Act’s for so
long, without hindrance, there seemed no reason why they
should obey them now. Hence they commenced to smuggle
goods and to hide them in their houses.

The King was determined to stop the smuggling, so he
issued “Writs of Assistance.” These writs gave the King’s
colonial officers the right to enter any suspected house and
search it. It was very easy for an officer who suspected a
colonist unjustly to enter his house, and very unpleasant for
an innocent colonist to have his house searched from top to
bottom at the whim of an officer. Bitter feeling sprang up,
and appeal after appeal was sent to the King—but all in vain.

King George had found that, with his throne, he had
inherited enormous debts. One of them was the great cost of
the French and Indian War. Moreover, he intended to keep
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British soldiers in America, to pre-
vent the French from regaining what
they had lost. This standing army
would be a further expense. But why
should not his prosperous American

colonists be made to pay for a war
that had been fought chiefly in their
behalf? Why should they not also
help to support a standing army sent
for their protection?

The next question was how best to get some of the
colonists’ money into the English treasury. The King and
his Parliament decided to do this by means of a stamp tax.
Stamps of different kinds and values were to be issued

A COLONIAL STAMP.

and sent to America to be sold. Thereafter, in America, no
business paper, such as an insurance agreement, a will, a
note, or a deed, would be legal unless it were written on
paper that bore one of these stamps—the stamp of right
kind and value for that particular purpose. The stamps
were to be so varied in their uses that they would cover
nearly every line of business. Even each newspaper was
to be stamped, so that the man who bought it would pay,
not only for the thing itself, but for its stamp as well. All
the money received from the sale of the stamps would go
to the English Government.

To George I1I this seemed an excellent plan. Early in 1765
the Stamp Act, as it was called, was passed by Parliament.
Word was sent to the American colonists that by November
1st of that same year they might look for their stamps; for
on that day the Stamp Act would be put in force.
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ThHE FIRST BREACH

The news that the Stamp Act had been passed swept from
end to end of the colonies. Everywhere men heard it with
serious faces and asked each other what it meant. Never
before had England tried to tax her American colonies with-
out their consent. Were they to allow it now?

What worried the colonists was not that they must help
pay England’s war debt, although they had already fully
paid their share; or that they were ordered to support in
their midst an army of British soldiers, just when they had
learned to defend themselves. The trouble was that they
had not been consulted in these matters.

Virginia was the first to summon her House of Bur-
gesses, as her legislative assembly was called, in an effort
to find an answer to the grave question. Its members met
at Williamsburg, on the 30th
of May, 1760. The discussion
began. All were opposed to
the Stamp Act, but the rem-
edies that they suggested for
the evil were extremely mild.
True Englishmen at heart
were the Virginia burgesses,
and the lifelong habit of
obedience to their King pre-
vented most of them from any
thought of radical action. “Let
us send the King a statement
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PATRICK HENRY ADDRESSING THE HOUSE OF BURGESSES.
of our rights and petition him to consider them,” said these
conservative members.

For a moment no protest was raised. Then Patrick Henry
rose slowly to his feet. All turned toward him wonderingly,
and well they might. Only twenty-nine years old, roughly
dressed, stoop-shouldered and awkward, surely this new
member could have little to say on so great a subject. Qui-
etly glancing from one to another of the dignified bewigged
and beruffled older members, Henry began to speak.
According to English law, he argued, King George, could
place no tax on his subjects at home or abroad without
the consent of those subjects or their representatives in
Parliament. Had the American colonies been asked their
opinion of this Stamp Act? No! Had they any representatives
in England’s Parliament to give consent to such a measure?
No! Then clearly King George had no right to demand that
his American colonists pay this tax or buy his stamps. And
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he, Patrick Henry, had written some resolutions which he
respectfully requested the burgesses to hear.

These resolutions he read from the fly leaf of an old book
on which he had just jotted them down. They were a clear
and concise statement of the rights granted the Virginians
by their charter—rights which belonged to each and every
subject of the English King, wherever he dweltin that King’s
domains. And, concluded the resolutions, His Majesty’s liege
people, the inhabitants of this colony, are not bound to obey
any law which imposes a tax, unless that law is made by
the Virginia House of Burgesses. Moreover, any person who
denies this exclusive right to the House of Burgesses shows
himself an enemy to the colony.

At once all was excitement. On every hand the conser-
vative members were attacking this open defiance of the
King—this declared intention to disobey his stamp law.

Again Patrick Henry rose to his feet. This time his head
was high, his eyes flashed, and his wonderful voice thrilled
every listener. In plain terms he now repeated his views of
the Stamp Act, and the King and Parliament who had passed
it. “Caesar had his Brutus,” he cried, “Charles the First his
Cromwell, and George the Third—"

“Treason! Treason!” rose on all sides.

“And George the Third may profit by their example. If this
be treason, make the most of it,” added Henry; and without
another word he took his seat.

Now followed argument after argument for and against
Patrick Henry’s resolutions. And gradually, one by one, the
members of the Virginia House of Burgesses began to see
the situation with Henry’s eyes.

Finally came the deciding vote. When it was counted,
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it was found that Patrick Henry’s resolutions, in a slightly
modified form, had been adopted.

Henry, content with the result, threw his saddlebags
over his arm and set off for home, leading his horse. He had
made his fight and won. Compared with this, it mattered
little to him that he had been charged with treason. And
yet to be charged with treason was no small affair. Treason
means an attempt to betray one’s country, or one’s king.
It is still considered the greatest crime that a soldier or a
citizen can commit; and in Patrick Henry’s day its punish-
ment was death.

Troublous times followed. Into the peaceful relations
with England a breach had come. Wider and wider it grew.
Still, as at the beginning, the conservatives were in favor
of patching up the gap and holding to the mother country.
Patrick Henry, on the other hand, felt that only galling chains
could now tie the American colonies to England. Hear his
words to the members of the House of Burgesses assembled
in Richmond, when the crisis came in 1775:

“Gentlemen may cry ‘Peace! Peace!’ but there is no peace.
The war is actually begun. The next gale that sweeps from
the north will bring to our ears the clash of resounding arms.
Our brethren are already in the field. What is it that gentle-
men wish? What would they have? Is life so dear, or peace so
sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery?
Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not what course others may
take; but, as for me, give me liberty, or give me death!”



II

Samuel Adams

THE STAMP ACT

Virginia was the first colony to declare her opposition to the
Stamp Act after it became alaw. Patrick Henry’s resolutions
against it were printed and scattered broadcast throughout
the country. Their sentiments were read with satisfaction
from north to south. But nowhere did they find a stronger
echo than in the hearts of the Massachusetts colonists.

Here, even before the Stamp Act had been passed, these
stanch New Englanders had begun to voice their opinions
of old England’s doings. No sooner had the mere rumor that
such a law might be passed reached America than Samuel
Adams made known his views on the matter.

This Samuel Adams was a Harvard graduate, a thinker, a
lover of his country. For several years he had served in one
office after another, until now, at the age of forty-two, he
had come to be as well versed in colonial needs and condi-
tions as any man in Massachusetts.

There was not the slightest question in his mind regard-
ing this proposed Stamp Act. Not only through the common
rights of all Englishmen, but also by their charter, the Mas-
sachusetts colonists could claim a voice as to the taxes they
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10 Builders of our Country II

were to pay. England could not tax her colonies without the
consent of their representatives. The American colonies had
no representatives in Parliament. Therefore there was but
one conclusion: England had no right to pass this law.

So Samuel Adams believed, and so he stoutly declared.
And others were so convinced that he was right that a pro-
test based on his views was sent to England, stating how
Massachusetts felt.

However, as we have seen, the King and his Parliament
passed the Stamp Act and notified the American colonies
that it would go into effect on November 1, 1765.

When that day dawned in America, the sun shone on a
state of affairs which King George had not foreseen. Flags
waved at half mast, shops were closed, and business was at a
standstill. The colonists had agreed that, come what might,
they would not buy the stamps. Already boxes of them had
been seized, and burned or thrown into the sea. And already
the men chosen to sell the hated stamps had been pointedly
warned not to attempt to carry out their orders.

How was it all to turn out? Surely the time had come for
stern measures; and, thanks to Samuel Adams, stern mea-
sures were adopted throughout the colonies.

Now it was that his non-importation plan was put into
practice. This meant that the American colonists refused to
buy goods from England as long as the Stamp Act remained
a law. “We will eat nothing; drink nothing, wear nothing
coming from England, until this detested law is repealed,”
they declared.

Such a course was hard on the English merchants. Their
large orders from America were canceled, and their goods left
on their hands. So they, too, pleaded against the Stamp Act.



Glorious News.

BOSTON, Friday 1t o'Clock, 16th May 1766.
THIS Inftant arrived here the Brig Harrilon, belonging
to Fobn Hancock, Elg; Captain Sbubael Cefin, in 6
Weeks and 2 Days from Lonocwn, with important
News, as follows. ’

From the Loxpox Gaze€rre.
Weftminfler,” March 38th, 1766,

TII[S day his Magelly eane to. the Floule of Peers, and being in his ropa}
robes leated on the throne wath the uluel falemnay, Sir Francis Molis
peux, Gentlemzn Ulier of whe Black Rod, was fent with a Mefigs
trom bt Bdajeny to the Houle of Commans, commanding their aens
daace in the Houlk of Peers.  The Commons being tome thither accordingly,
lus Mapefly was pleafed ro guve bis royal alfenr o
An ACT -wm REPE&.E an Af made in the Lt Sclon of Parliamene, ias
wruled, an Adt for granung and applying certain Stamp- Dunes and other Daties
in the Briith Colornes and Plarwarwuns i Amerca, towards further defraying
the cxpences of defending, prateding and feconag the fime, and for amending
fuch parts of the feveral Afls of Pacliament relaong to the trade and revenues
aF the taid Colonses and Plantanons, as direft the manner of determiming and
sgcovenng the pemaltics and farletures therein mentioned.
Alfo ten public bills, and feveatcen privateoncs.

When the K ING wenr to the Houle of Pecrs o give the RoyalAffent, there
was fuch 3 vafl Concourle of People. buzzang, clapping Haods, &e. thae it
was fereral Huurs befpre His Mijelty reached the Houle.

Immedistely'on His Majeily’s Signing the Royal Atfunt to the Repesl of tha
Stamp-Adt thie Merchants trading to America diffurcl.ed 3 Veflel which had beea
in waiting, ve pot into the firflt Port on the Coreient with the Accounr, .

There were the greateil Rqomn%: poilible it theCity of London by all Ranks
of People. on the TOTAL Repeal of she Szampedt,—the Ships i the River
dilphayed all serr Cotows; Llanunstnns and Bonbres i many Pars, — Ia
fhort, the Krjorings were as great 33 was ever koown on any Cecalion.

It is faid the Adt of Trade re to Americs would be raken under Cons
fiderstion, and all Grievanced remowed.  The Friends 1o America are very pows
erful, and difpofed to allill us torhe wroallt of thow Absluy.

Cart. Blake failed the fame Day with Capt. Coffin, and Capt. Shand a Forte
pight before him, both bosnd to chis Port. _ _

1t is impaffible to exprefs the Joy the Towm st mow im, on recerving 1he
aboe, greal, glarivus and imparlant NEHE—The Bells n 2l the Churches
wers immediately fet @ Ringing, and we bea the Day for a general Repicing
will be the beginniog of ncxt Feek,

LY -

Parutep for the Beoefit of the PUBLIC, by
Drapers, Edes & Gill, Green & Rufféll, and Fleets.
The Cuflowmners o the Bullun[’-:%! may have the above gravs at therelpeflive

HANDBILL ANNOUNCING THE REPEAL OF THE STAMP ACT.
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Even stubborn George I1I could see at last that a mistake
had been made, and that he and his Parliament must give
in to the colonists. But he would do it in his own way. The
Stamp Act was repealed; but, with the repeal, word was
sent to America that England declared her right to bind her
colonies in all cases whatsoever.

The repeal was received with joy, while the declaration
passed unnoticed. Once more flags floated free from the top
of mast, tower, and steeple. Bonfires blazed, bells rang, and
men shouted from sheer happiness.

But their joy was short-lived. The very next year they
came to understand the meaning of England’s declaration
of her right to bind her colonies. Again the mother country
tried to tax them. This time a duty was placed on glass,
paper, paints, and tea.

Again the colonists refused to be taxed without their con-
sent. And once more English merchant vessels were obliged
to sail home with the same cargoes they had brought. The
colonists would buy nothing from England. Bitter indeed
was their opposition. Boston especially won the royal dis-
pleasure. Her citizens were so hostile to England’s demands
that the Massachusetts governor finally called for British
troops to back him in the doing of his duty.

THE BosTON MASSACRE

One day in September, 1765, the troops arrived. There were
two regiments. They landed with great pomp and marched
to Boston Common. The Governor insisted upon their being
quartered in the center of the town, for his better protection.
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Naturally the colonists resented such treatment, but what
could they do? There the soldiers were, and there they stayed.

To begin with, all went well. But gradually the soldiers
grew tired of their quiet life in Boston, and gradually the
Boston people came to hate the very sight of these men sent
to force them to obedience.

At last the smoldering fire flamed up. It seems that one
wintry nightin March, 1770, a boy in the street yelled insults
ata sentry on duty, until the redcoat, angry beyond control,
struck the boy. Slight as was this offense, it was enough. A
crowd gathered; the boy pointed out the sentry, and a rush
was made at him.

THE BOSTON MASSACRE.
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ADAMS BEFORE THE GOVERNOR.

“Help! Corporal of the Guard, help!” shouted the sentry.

Immediately the guardhouse gate swung open, and an
officer and eight soldiers joined the sentry. Forming them-
selvesin line, the soldiers raised their loaded muskets ready
to fire, if necessary.
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“Fire if you dare, lobsters, bloody backs! Fire if you dare,
cowards!” yelled the crowd.

And fire they did. No one knows whether the officer in
charge really gave the signal, or whether his soldiers merely
thought he did. The result was the same. A volley rent the
air, and three men lay dead on the ice.

The town was wild. No longer should these redcoats be
allowed in Boston!

Next day a great meeting was held. The people flocked
from far and near. As usual Samuel Adams was there to guide
the colonists and urge them to defend their rights. In stir-
ring terms he spoke to them of the happenings of the night
before—the Boston Massacre. When he had finished, he
was appointed one of a committee to visit Acting-Governor
Hutchinson and demand that the British troops be removed.

“I have no authority to remove the troops,” replied
Hutchinson. This was no answer to carry back to an aroused
people. The committee was not satisfied. So it was suggested
that one of the regiments might be sent away.

It had been agreed that the committee should report
the result of their errand at three in the afternoon. By that
time the meeting had grown so large that the building was
packed and the crowd overflowed into the street. As the
committee made its way through the people, Samuel Adams
whispered to right and left, “Both regiments or none. Both
regiments or none.”

The hint was taken. On hearing the Governor’s reply
that one regiment should go, a shout of “Both or none!”
resounded through the hall.

Back to the Governor went the committee. “If you have
the power to remove one regiment, you have the power to
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remove both....The voice of ten thousand freemen demands
that both regiments be forthwith removed. Their voice must
be respected, their demands obeyed. Fail not then, at, your
peril.”

Thus spoke Samuel Adams. And, when in the gathering
darkness, the committee for the last time returned to the
meeting, they carried with them the Governor’s word of
honor that both regiments should leave Boston at once. And
leave Boston they did.

THE BosTON TEA PARTY

Soon the colonists gained another short step in their strug-
gle against oppression. King
George agreed to take off
the duty on glass, paper,
and paints. The one little tax
on tea, he positively would
not remove; he would assert
his right to levy duties. But
atax was a tax; and, were it
small or large, the colonists
would not pay it. Now the
Boston Massacre concerned

, Massachusetts alone. But
‘_/a, - ﬂ%m the tax on tea concerned the
whole thirteen colonies. If

they were to work together against this common evil, it
followed that they must be kept in touch with one another.
To make this possible, Samuel Adams originated the idea

of Committees of Correspondence. The plan was a good one.
Soon each colony had appointed a committee whose busi-
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ness it was to send out to the twelve other colonies letters
telling of the doings at home, so that every colony might
know the exact condition of the whole country.

In 1773 word came that several ships laden with tea were
headed for America. “We will not buy it,” agreed the colo-
nists everywhere. And they kept their word.

Late in November the first of the ships sent to Boston
entered the harbor. The patriots insisted that the tea should
not be landed, and placed a guard to watch the ship. The
Governor insisted that it should be landed, and would not
permit the ship’s captain to sail out of the harbor. Thus the
matter stood for nineteen days.

Now there was alaw that if a ship lying in the harbor was
not unloaded by its owner within twenty days, the Custom
House officers had the right to unload the cargo. This must
not happen. So on the ship’s nineteenth day in port the
citizens were called together to determine what was to be
done. By this time two other tea ships had arrived. Once
more Samuel Adams was on hand with a clearly thought-
out course of action.

The owner of the first ship was called, and he agreed to
clear the harbor if only the Governor would give him the
necessary permit. “Then go and ask him for it,” directed
the crowd.

It was December weather, cold and bleak; nevertheless
the poor distressed merchant was obliged to make his way
to Milton Hill where stood the Governor’s country house.

The short winter day was over when he returned, but the
patriots were still waiting, crowded in the gloomy meeting
house, which was lighted by only a candle here and there.
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THE “BOSTON TEA PARTY”.

“What news?” was anxiously asked, as the ship owner
entered.

“The Governor refuses to give a pass,” came the answer.

“This meeting can do nothing more to save the country,”
said Samuel Adams, rising.

These words were a signal given by the recognized leader.
Asif by magic, an Indian war whoop rent the air; and aband
of men dressed as Indian warriors, in paint and feathers,
appeared at the door for a moment. Then away they went.

With a mighty cheer the crowd followed at their heels.
Down the street they dashed, headed for the tea ships. Once
on board it was quick work to rip open three hundred and
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forty-two chests of tea and pour their contents into the sea.
Their task finished, the Indians disappeared. But as they
went, on many of their faces the watching crowd recognized
the familiar smile of old friends.

From the days of the first rumor of the Stamp Act to this
December night,—nine anxious years,—Samuel Adams had
led the people of Massachusetts. Always upholding colonial
rights; always ready with helpful suggestions; always alive
to the best interests, not only of his colony, but of the whole
country, he richly deserved his title of “The Father of the
Revolution.”

LEXINGTON AND CONCORD

When King George heard of the Boston Tea Party his anger
knew no bounds. This rebellious colony should be punished,
and that right soundly.

The Boston port was closed to all trade until the destroyed
tea should be paid for. And General Gage, with several regi-
ments, was sent to govern the people of Massachusetts.

“We are outraged,” declared the colonists. “Such things
are not to be endured.”

So they organized a new government quite independent
of General Gage, with John Hancock and Samuel Adams at
its head.

Nor was this all. Massachusetts decided to have an army
of her own to defend her rights. “Minute men,” the soldiers
were called, because they agreed to be ready to fight at a
minute’s notice. Arms and ammunition were collected, and
stored in Concord.

Before long, news of this hiding place reached General
Gage. He determined to send a secret expedition to take



